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An Overview of Urban Rail Transit Lines in the
Chinese Mainland in 2021

HOU Xiufang, MEI Jianping, ZUO Chao
(China Association of Metros, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: The length of urban rail transit lines in operation in 50 cities in the Chinese mainland had totaled 9 192.62 km by
the end of 2021. Among them, the length of subway lines reached 7 253.73 km, accounting for 78.9%. New urban rail lines in
five cities in the Chinese mainland were put into operation in 2021, with a total length of 1 222.92 km, including 971.93 km of

new subway lines. The new routes, totaling 62 lines (sections) used 8 types of systems, and were located in 35 cities. The

number of new routes and cities involved was at a record high.
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Figure 1  Scale of urban rail transit lines in operation at the end of the statistical period
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Table 1 Summary of urban rail transit lines opened in each city at the end of the statistical period
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Table 2 Summary of the length of newly added urban rail transit lines in 2021
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Figure 2 System structure of urban rail transit lines in
operation at the end of statistical period
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